Date 

Your Name

Your Address

Your City, PA  Your Zip Code

Honorable Representative XXXXXXX

RE:  PLEASE SUPPORT SOLAR BILL - HB 1580

Dear Representative XXXXXXXX, 

As a constituent of your district, I want to commend you for your Co-sponsorship of Representative Chris Ross’ (R-Chester) Solar Bill, HB 1580, in order to allow for continued stable growth in the state’s solar industry.   We, and our neighbors,  will remember this at election time.   

As you probably know, the Bill is now in Rep Godshall’s Consumer Affairs Committee.  A Hearing was completed earlier this month.  Please urge Rep. Godshall to move this Bill out of Committee.    

Like most Pennsylvanian’s I very much support solar power in our state and I take pride in our solar leadership.   At substantial expense, we have created a national powerhouse in the Solar industry right here in Pennsylvania.   We have created thousands of jobs and hundreds of solar businesses while facilitating over 5,000 solar energy installations in the state.   

The cost of Solar has come down so quickly, that the industry no longer needs the State Rebates which helped it successfully launch a few years ago.    However, the vital economic development and clean power that the solar industry delivers to Pennsylvania is in jeopardy.    The second critical mechanism that allows the industry to finance projects, the solar renewable energy credit (SREC) market, has collapsed.  Simply put, the language of the law that established the SREC market – the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard (AEPS) Act of 2004 – projected far slower growth in solar energy development than the market has delivered. In fact, installed solar energy in Pennsylvania today is almost four times higher than the AEPS solar schedule anticipated in 2004. However, this growth will likely stall and Pennsylvania-based companies may be forced to relocate to neighboring states if the solar schedule that affects the SREC market is not adjusted. 

The cost of this Bill to tax payers is zero, and cost to rate payers was always tiny.   With the recently introduced Ross Amendment, the Bill is now essentially a net zero increase in SRECs.    How could we NOT pass this Bill to save an industry and preserve the wise investment we have already made in Solar?

We applaud the Pennsylvania House and Representatives for its leadership in passing the legislation that has spurred growth in Pennsylvania’s solar industry.  It’s obvious that these programs have yielded tremendous economic success.  

Again, thank you for your work in ensuring economic growth and clean energy jobs in Pennsylvania. 

Sincerely, 

Name

Email Address
